The

Birds

of

Kukla
Wetlands

Kukla
Sulak
Alaninin
Kuslar




The

Birds

of

Kukla
Wetlands

Alanimin
<uslari

Prepared by Damla Beton & Robin T.E. Snape
Printed in 2017

This booklet was compiled as part of the ‘Hotspot for Birdwatchers' project funded by the
European Union and implemented by KUSKOR In partnership with Beyarmudu local
community. The booklet provides information on the birds occurring at Kukla Wetlands. It
includes all the species observed at the site so far. In addition, some information about the
general geology and habitats of the area Is provided.

We would like to thank Halil Guresun for graphic design, Olkan Ergdler for his artistic
perspective, all the volunteer observers providing data for the site (especially to Brian Little,
Gavin Croucher, Mark Easterbrook, Nick Pegler, Olkan Ergtler and Peter Flint) and all the
photographers for their photographs.

Bu kitapgik Avrupa Birligi tarafindan finanse edilen, KUSKOR tarafindan Beyarmudu
Belediyesi ortakliginda gerceklestirilen 'Kukla Sulak Alani Kus GOzlem Merkezl' projesi
Kapsaminda hazirlanmigti. Amacimiz Kukla Sulak Alanrni ziyaret eden kus gozlemcilerini
nangl kuslarl ne tur kosullarda gorebileceklert hakkinda bilgilendirmektir. Alanda bugune
kadar gozlenen tum turler bu kitapgikta yer almaktadir. Buna ek olarak, alanin cografi yapisi
ve igerdigi yasam alanlar hakkinda 6zet bilgi de meveuttur.

Bu kitapgigin grafik tasarimini yapan Halill GUresuna, sanatsal bakis agisi ile yardimci olan
Olkan Erguler'e, alandaki kayitlarini paylasan tim kus gozlemcilerine (6zellikle Brian Little,
Gavin Croucher, Mark Easterbrook, Nick Pegler, Olkan Erguler ve Peter Flint'e) ve fotograflarini
paylasan tUum fotografcilara tesekkir ederiz.




KUSKOR: THE NORTH CYPRUS SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF BIRDS AND NATURE

“The North Cyprus Society for the Protection of Birds and Nature (KUSKOR), has been
active since 1988, and strives to protect birds and their habitats in Cyprus through
education, research, monitoring and lobbying.’

We work hard to protect and conserve the breeding and migrant bird populations at a time

when natural habitat is dwindling through human development and the numbers of birds
A B O U T are depleting due to hunting, poisoning, changes in land use and climate change.

|_< U KO R Please visit our webpage www.kuskor.org for more information about us and our projects:
you can also subscribe to our newsletter in order to receive further updates.

KUSKOR: KUZEY KIBRIS KUSLARI VE DOGAYI KORUMA DERNEGI _< U $ |_< O R

Kuzey Kibris Kuslari ve Dogay! Koruma Dernedi (KUSKOR) 1988den beridir Kibris'taki kuslar
ve yasam alanlarini korumak amaciyla egitim, arastirma, izleme ve lobi caligmalari 4|A|_<|_<‘ N DA
gerceklestirmektedir.”

Dodal yasam alanlarinin insan faaliyetleri nedeniyle zarar gordigu, kus sayilarinin aviama,
zehirleme, arazi kullanimindaki degisiklikler ve iklim degisikligi sebepleriyle azaldigi bu zor
zamanlarda kuslar korumak igin tim glcimuzle ugrasiyoruz.

KUSKOR ve gerceklestirdigi diger projeler hakkinda daha detayli bilgi edinmek igin
www.kuskor.org adresini ziyaret edebilirsiniz. Ayrica bultenimize abone olarak yaptigimiz
calismalar ve guncel konular hakkinda duzenli olarak bilgi edinebilirsiniz.
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THE
PROJECT

THE 'HOTSPOT FOR BIRDWATCHERS' PROJECT

The 'Kukla Wetlands Birdwatching Centre’ was conceived from the idea of creating a
hotspot that both local and international birdwatchers would visit with priority in Cyprus. It
represents the first complete example of a birdwatching centre in the northern part of
Cyprus which will add to the value of this region - hence of Cyprus - as an international
birdwatching destination.

THE AIM OF THE PROJECT

Our overall aim is to conserve the natural heritage of Cyprus, by promoting it as a
birdwatching destination, showcasing one of the most undervalued natural parts of the island.

Cyprus is a very important country for birds at national, European and global levels. About
390 species of bird have been recorded on the island. Homing 3 endemic species and 4
endemic sub-species, it is Europe’s only Endemic Bird Area. Accordingly, birdwatchers visit
Cyprus each year from all over the world.

WHERE IS THE PROJECT IMPLEMENTED?

The Eastern Mesaoria/Mesarya Plain (EMP) is a vast area bordered by the
Pentadactylos/Besparmak Mountains, Troodos Mountains, Nicosia and Famagusta. This
plain is characterised by large agricultural fields interspersed with olive/carob/almond etc
plots and eucalyptus copses. Long exploited by agricultural activities, the plains are well
known for their agricultural richness as the "bread basket of Cyprus”. With this project it is
planned to expose a rather different and until recently, much overlooked aspect of the
region: Its natural value.

During 2010-2011 KUSKOR managed the “All Cyprus IBAs" project aiming to determine
Important Bird Area (IBAs) of Cyprus. Consequently, part of EMP including Kukla Wetlands were
designated as an IBA by Birdlife International and we believe that the ‘Hotspot for Birdwatchers'
project implemented at Kukla Wetlands will be a further step towards strengthening interest
In this region.



'KUKLA SULAK ALANI KUS GOZLEM MERKEZI' PROJESI

Kukla Sulak Alanimin Kus Gdzlem Merkezi haline getirilmesi fikri Kibris'ta yerli ve yabanci kus
gbzlemcilerin ziyaret edebilecedi bir yer yaratma hayalimizle sekillendi. Kibris'in kuzey
kesiminde bir ilk olan bu merkez bolgenin - ve dolayisiyla adanin - kus gozlemcilerinin zevkle
zlyaret edeceqi yerlerden biri haline gelmesine katki saglayacak.

PROJENIN AMACI

Genel amacimiz, dogal dederi en kiglUmsenen yerinden baslayarak, adanin dogal mirasini
korumaktir. Bunu da Kibris'i ‘kus gézlemcinin gidilecek yerler listesine ekleyerek basarmayi
hedefliyoruz.

Kibris kus varligi bakimindan hem ulusal, hem de uluslararasi dlgekte dnemili bir Glkedir.
Bugune kadar adada 390 kadar tUru kaydediimistir; ki adada yaygin olan bazi turleri Avrupa'da
gormek gok zordur. Ayrica, 3 tlr endemik ve 4 alttur endemigi ile Avrupadaki tek Endemik Kus
Alani'dir. Bu nedenle, dunyanin pek cok yerinden kus gbzlemci aday ziyaret etmektedir.

PROJE NEREDE YURUTULMEKTEDIR?

Dodu Mesarya Ovasi Besparmak Daglar, Trodos Daglari, Lefkosa ve Madusa arasinda kalan
alani kaplar. Alanin biyuk bir bdlimid zeytin, kegiboynuzu (harnup), badem ve okaliptis
(efgalipto) gibi agaclarin dadinik olarak bulundugu devasa tahil tarlalarindan meydana gelir.
Uzun yillardir yogun tanim faaliyetleri strddrilen bu. genis ova zaman iginde “Kibris'in Ekmek
Sepetl” olarak anilmaya baslamistir. Fakat bu bolgenin yaban hayatl agisingan degeri uzun
zaman goz ardi edilmistir.

KUSKOR Kibris'in Onemli Kus Alanlarini (OKA) belirlernek amaciyla 2010-2011 yillari arasinda
bir Avrupa Birli§i (AB) projesi yiruttd. Bu proje kapsaminda Dodu Mesarya Ovasi ilk kez kus
varligi bakimindan degerlendirildi. Sonug olarak, Dogu Mesarya Ovasidaki Kukla Sulak Alani
uluslararasi dlgekte OKA olarak kabul edildi. Bunu takiben gergeklestirmis oldugumuz ‘Kukla
Sulak Alani Kug Gozlem Merkezi' projesinin alana olan ilginin artmasina yol agacagina ve
korunmasina buyuk katki saglayacagina inaniyoruz.

PROJE
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Geography of Kukla Wetlands

The Mesaoria/Mesarya Plain is bounded by the Mediterranean Sea, the Troodos/Trodos
and the Pentadaktylos/Besparmak Mountains, while in the middle lies the capital
city, Nicosia/Lefkosa. In the past, it was covered by dense forests. Most of these
forests were cut down. Due to this deforestation, it is now covered by Kafkalla; a hard

pan of calcium carbonate. Subsequently the plains were turned into large agricultural
flelds.

The eastern part of this plain, where Kukla Wetlands are, is fed by the two longest rivers
of Cyprus: Pedieos/Kanl River and Lalias/Cakilli (Yalya) River. These rivers both
originate from Troodos/Trodos Mountains. They flow more or less parallel to each
other passing through the EMP and drain into Famagusta/Magusa Bay. While they are
passing the plain they form different wetlands mostly inland salt marshes and/or
reservoirs such as at Kukla Wetlands. Unfortunately, these riverbeds are getting
Increasingly drier due to accelerating human consumption. Consequently water may
not flow as far as Kukla Wetlands and Famagusta Bay every year.

Kukla Wetlands are composed of two main habitats :

1- Temporary Shallow Lake: Kuklia/Koprilii Reservoir: It is the first reservoir of Cyprus.
In 1900, it was built over large flood plain/salt marsh and is dedicated to replenishment
of underground water.

2- Inland Salt Marsh: A vast extent of the EMP used to be rich with inland salt marshes.
However, they are destroyed and hugely fragmented due to human activities.
Unfortunately, over consumption and uncontrolled human disturbance are seriously
threatening these areas. Yet, remnants of salt marsh habitat can still be found in some
places such as at Kukla Wetlands.




Kukla Sulak Alaninin Cografi Yapis

Mesarya Ovasi doguda ve batida denize kadar uzanan, guneyinde Trodos Daglar ve
kuzeyinde Besparmak Daglari bulunan ince uzun bir ovadir. Tam ortasinda ise baskent
_efkosa yer alir. Eski zamanlarda bu ova sik ormanlarla kapliydi. Fakat, zaman iginde bu
ormanlar kesile kesile yok edildi. Ormanlarin yok olmasi sonrasinda bu alan "Kafkalla’, yani
Killl toprak tabakasiyla birlesmis kalsiyum karbonat ile kaplanmig bir ova halini aldi. Daha
sonra da bu ovalik alan yogun olarak tarim amacl kullaniimaya basland.

Kukla Sulak Alanini igine alan Dodu Mesarya Ovasi (DMO) Kibris'in en uzun iki deresi olan
Kanli Dere ve Cakilli (Yalya) Dere tarafindan beslenir. Her ikisinin de kaynadi Trodos
Daglaridir. Hemen hemen paralel bir guzergah izleyerek Dogu Mesaryaya geger ve
Magusa Korfezine bosalirlar. Ovadan gegerken i¢ kesimlerde farkli yerlerde sulak alanlar
olustururlar. Bunlar ¢cogunlukla Kukla Sulak Alani gibi karasal tuzcul batakliklar ve/veya
goletler seklindedir. Ne yazik ki bu dere yataklan her yil daha fazla kurumakta ve
kurutulmaktadir. Artan insan sayisi ve su talebi durumu daha da kotllestirmektedir. Sonug
olarak, bazi yillar Kukla Sulak Alani susuz kalir.

Kukla Sulak Alani iki farkli sulak alandan olusur:

1- Gegicl SiI9 Gol: Koprull Goleti: Adanin ilk goletidir. 1900 yilinda yeralti su kaynaklarinin
beslenmesi amaclyla yapimistir. Yagishh donemlerde yagmur suyunun dere yatagini
doldurup tasmasi ile olusan tuzcul batakliga tas ve topraktan bir bend gekilmesi ile suyun
alanda daha uzun sure birikmesi saglanmigtir.

2- Karasal Tuzcul Bataklik: Dogu Mesaryanin buyuk bir kismi karasal tuzcul batakliklarla
doluydu. Ancak, bu batakliklar insan faaliyetleri ozellikle de tanm faaliyetleri ve kentlesme
nedeniyle parcalanmis ve yok olma tehlikesi altindadir. Dere yataklarinin asirt kurutulmasi,
artan insan baskisi ve tarim faaliyetleri nedeniyle bu alanlar yeterince beslenememektedir.
Yine de, bu alanlar Kukla Sulak Alaninda oldugu gib orjinal yapisini koruyan sinirli
bolgelerde halen varligini korumaktadrr.
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Temporary Shallow Lake: Kuklia/ Koprull Reservoir

The reservoir forms the temporary shallow lake habitat of
Kukla Wetlands, which is no deeper than two meters. The
reservoir used to be deeper, however it has been used for
agriculture in dry seasons for many years and has silted up in
time. It can totally dry during summer, however it can hold
water for couple of years once it gets relatively full. At the
eastern side of the lake the reservoir wall is fringed by phragmites
reeds which can become extensive in wet times. The
southeast corner is the deepest part and the wetland gets
gradually shallower west and northwards. The shallow and
temporary nature of the reservoir allows other wetland
vegetation to take hold, such as Tamarisk sp., Juncus sp., etc. A
most beautiful plant which covers the water like a white sheet
during spring is the Pond-water crowfoot (Ranunculus peltatus).

The reservoir habitat homes the majority of the birds seen at
the site. Ducks such as shoveller, ferruginous duck, pochard,
pintail, etc. benefit from the deeper parts. A variety of waders,
plovers, wagtails, pipits etc. forage through the shore line.
Black-winged stilts, egrets, herons, flamingos and spoonbills
feed in the shallow waters. Crakes, little bitterns, reed warblers,
bluethroat and more hide within the reeds. Raptors, In
particular harriers, peregrine falcon and bonell's eagle
reqularly patrol the reservoir flushing prey, while swallows,
martins and bee-eaters forage for insects. When full this site is
one of the prime birdwatching sites of Cyprus.

Kukla Wetlands: Habitats

Inland Salt Marsh

A shallow, brakish seasonal wetland flooding in winter and
drying out in summer months dominated by salt tolerant
marsh vegetation still persists on the eastern side of the
reservolr wall. Characteristically, these plant communities are
dominated by Tamarisk sp., Salicornia europaea and
Arthrocnemum macrostachyum, Suaeda vera and Juncus sp.

It homes various species of interest including moustached
warbler, fan-tailed warbler, swallows, swifts, bee-eaters and
more. But, importantly it is the part of the wetland where great
spotted cuckoo (migrant) and spectacled warbler (resident)
breed.

Agricultural Fields

The fields surrounding the wetland are full of crops until April
and are totally dry once they are harvested. This area hosts at
east three lark species, corn bunting, stone curlew, kestrel etc.
mportantly it homes good numbers of breeding calandra
arks.

Orchards

There are small orchards of carob and olive close to the
wetland. They provide perches, shelter and breeding
opportunity for some bird species such as shrikes, hoopoe,
owls, wood pigeons, cuckoos, buzzard and cardualines.



Kukla Sulak Alant: Yasam Alanlar

Gecicl SI§ GOl: Koprulu (Kukla) Golet

Kopruld Goletl, Kukla Sulak Alani'nin gegicl si§ gol yasam alanini
olusturur. Yaz aylarinda tamamen kurusa da yadish yillarda bir
kac yil su tutabilimektedir. Bu 0zelligi alanda sazlara ek olarak
diger bitkilerin de yasayabilmesine firsat yaratir. Mesela ilgin ve
saz kamisi gibi bitkiler alanda yayilis gosterir. Baharlari suyu Dir
carsaf gibi kaplayan su digun cicedi essiz guzelliktedir. Dolu
oldugu zaman burasi Kibris'in baslica kus gozlem noktalarindan
birisi haline gelir.

Bu alan pek gok kusa ev sahipligi yapar. Kasikgaga, pasbas
patka, elmabas patka, kilkuyruk vs. derin kisimlardan faydalanr.
Kiyl kuslari, cilibitlar, kuyruksallayanlar vs kiyl kisminda dolanir.
Uzun bacaklar, balikcillar, flamingolar, kasikcilar suyun gorece
dana si§ oldugu DOlgelerde beslenir. Su yelveler, KUGUK
balabanlar, saz kamisginlarn, mavi gerdanlar vb. ise sazlar
arasinda saklanrr. Yirticilar, ozellikle deliceler, gdkdoganlar ve
tavsancillar duzenli olarak golette gezerek av ararlar. Kirlangiclar
ve ari kuslar su yUzeyindeki ve tarlarlardaki bocekleri toplarlar.

Karasal Tuzcul Bataklik

Buharlasma sonucu kuruyan bu sulak alan tuzcul bir yapiya
sahiptir. Bu nedenle yogun olarak tuza dayanikli tuzcul bataklik
bitkileri ile kaplidir. Bu bitki toplulugu icinde ¢ogunlukla deniz
bogrulcesi, kenez, saz kamisi ve cirimotu tdrleri gibi tdrler yer alir,

Bu alan biyikl kamisgin, yelpazekuyruk 6tleden, kirlangig, arikusu
ve daha baska pek cok kusa ev sahipligi yapar. Tepeli guguk
(gogmen) ve bozkir Gtledeni (yerlesik) ise bu bolgede Urer.

Tarim Alanlari

Sulak alani cevreleyen tarlalar Nisan/Mayis aylarinda ekin
doludur ve hasat sonrasinda tamamen kurur. Bu tarlalar tarla
kirazkusu, kocagdz, kerkenez, en az 3 farkli toygar tUrd vb. kus
tUrlerine ev sahipligi yapar. Ayrica bogmakl toygarin onemili
Ureme bolgelerindendir.

Korular

Sulak alan yakinlarinda harnup (ke¢i boynuzu) ve zeytin korulari
etrafinda  orimcekkusu, 1bibik  (namazgilan), baykus,

tahtagUvercini, kulakli orman baykusu, guguk kusu, sahin ve
Ispinozgilleri gbzlemlenebilir,
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Mute Swan Kugu Cygnus olor (Greater) White-fronted Goose Sakarca Anser albifrons
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Tundra Swan (Bewick’s Swan) Kliguk Kugu Cygnus columbianus
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. Red-breasted Goose Sibirya Kazi Branta ruficollis
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(Common) Shelduck Suna Ixobrychus minutus
Greylag Goose Boz Kaz Anser anser




Ruddy Shelduck Angit Tadorna ferruginea
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Mallard Yesilbas Ordek Anas platyrhynchos Gadwall Boz Ordek Anas strepera
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(Northern) Pintail Duck Kilkuyruk Anas acuta
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Garganey Cikrikcin Anas querquedula (Common) Pochard Elmabas Patka Aythya ferina
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Red-crested Pochard Macar Ordedi Netta rufina

Tufted Duck Tepeli Patka Aythya fuligula
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Black Francolin Turag Francolinus francolinus =
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Quail Bildircin Coturnix coturnix
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Chukar Keklik Alectoris chukar
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Black-necked Grebe Kara Boyunlu Batagan Podiceps nfgriéaﬁ__
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Great Crested Grebe Bahri Podiceps cristatus
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Dalmatian Pelican Tepeli Pelikan Pefecanu c:rfsps
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Cormorant Karabatak Phalacrocorax carbo




i

N2
AN
HB |

Cattle Egret Sigir Balikgih Bubulcus ibis
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Purple Heron Erguvani Balik¢il Ardea purpurea
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Grey Heron Gri Balikcil Ardea cinerea
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Bonelli's Eagle Tavsancil Hieraaetus fasciatus
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Black Kite Kara Caylak Milvus 'mfgrans | - e A L e
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Hen Harrier Gokge Delice Circus cyaneus

Pallid Harrier Bozkir Delicesi Circus macrourus
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Montagu's Harrier Cayir Delicesi Circus pygargus
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Common Buzzard (incl. Steppe Buzzard) Sahin
Buteo buteo (incl. subsp. vulpinus)

Honey Buzzard Arl Sahini Pernis apivorus
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Grey Plover GUmUs Yagmurcun
Golden Plover Altin Yagmurcun Pluvialis apricaria
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Ringed Plover Halkali Cilibit Charadrius hiaticula
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Temminck's Stint Sar Bacakl Kumkusu Calidris temminckii

Broad-billed Sandpiper Sirmeli Kumkusu Calidris falcinellus

Curlew Sandpiper Kizil Kumkusu Calidris ferruginea
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Blackbird Karatavuk Turdus merula
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Song Thrush Oter Ardi¢ Turdus philomelos

Mistle Thrush Okse Ardici Turdus viscivorus
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Blackcap Kara Basli Otleden Sylvia atricapilla
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Moustached Warbler Biyikli Kamiscin Acrocephalus melanopogon
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Fan-tailed Warbler (Zitting Cisticola) Yelpazekuyruk Cisticola juncidis

Spectacled Warbler Bozkir Otlegeni Sylvia conspicillata
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Olivaceous Warbler Ak Mukallit Hippolais pallida
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Great Tit Blylik Bastankara Parus major
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Red-backed Shrike Kizil Sirtli Oriimcekkusu Lanius collurio
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House Sparrow Serge Passer domesticus
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Goldfinch Saka Carduelis carduelis
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How to get to Kukla Wetlands?
Kukla Sulak Alani'na nasil gidilir?

SCAN ME | BENi TARA

info@kuskor.org | 0542 881 37 50 - 0548 886 86 84 | www.kuskor.org



The ‘Hotspot for Bird Watchers' Project is funded by the The contents of this booklet are the sole responsibility
European Union and implemented by KUSKOR of KUSKOR and can in no way be taken to reflect

in partnership with Beyarmudu Belediyesi. the views of the European Union.
: “Kuk_la'Sulak Alani Kug Gozlem Merkezi' projesi Avrupa Birlig Bu kitapgigin sorumlulugu
tarafindan finanse edilmekte olup, KUSKOR tarafindan tamamen KUSKOR'a aittir ve higbir sekilde
Beyarmudu Belediyesi ortakligiyla yuratulmektedir. Avrupa Birligi'nin gorUslerini yansitiyor olarak kabul edilemez.
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